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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, One of the distinguished Helegates of the
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Constitutional Convention of Texas, 1974, anéﬁbean of the Texas
House of Representatives, the Honorable Menton J, Murray of
Harlingen retired from the Texas Legislature at the close of his
term in December, 1974; and

WHEREAS, Having rounded out more than 25 years of legislative
service to the people of his hometown of Harlingen and all 6f
Cameron County, this illustrious statesman, civic and religious
leader, and highly respected attorney has achieved widespread
recognition for his dedication and ability on behalf of his
constituents and all the people of Texas; and

WHEREAS, When first elected to the House of Representatives

in 1948 as a member of the 51ist Legislature, the then freshman

member became involved in one of the longest continuous regular

sessions of all time: the Constitution at that time permitted
a session of 120 days at full pay of $10 per day, and then §5 a
day thereafter. The regular session of the 5ist Legislature
lasted for 200 days; and

WHEREAS, Representatives and Senators worked almost without
ceasing on the giant task of reorganizing Texas public schools
through the landmark legislation now known as the Gilmer—Aikin
Bill; and

WHEREAS, This indoctrination into the legislative process

has served Menton well, and he learned that the quiet, sincere
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approach permitting compromise which does not do violence to
s5tated goals is often more effective than oratory and driving
leadership; and

WHEREAS, Representative Murray's interest in education led
to other innovations in the public schools, one of the most
farseeing being the bill he worked to get enacted which created
the school for the 300, the nucleus of what later became known |
as "Head Start":égc—also worked long and hard obtaining higher
salaries and better retirement benefits for Texas teachers, as
well as authoring legislation to permit the retired teachers to
substitute in the schools, thus keeping at work for the Texg;
school system the vast amount of experience of ;etired educators;
and

WHEREAS, As chairman of the Committee on Higher Education
in Texas, he worked to bring about the creation of more junior
or community colleges in the state, so that today there is not
a student who lives more than 50 miles from one of these centers
of education; he served as chairman of the House standing Higher
Education Committee for two terms and continued his diligence on
behalf of public and higher education; he was also successful in
getting the Texas State Technical Institute for the Valley area
located in Harlingen; and

WHEREAS, He was interested in the well—-being of the sick
and the retarded, and it was through his advocacy that the
Harlingen Chest Hospital was located in his city as well as the
State Hospital for Mental Health and Retardation; and

WHEREAS, A blll sponsored by Representative Murray led to
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the construction of Gueen Isabela Causeway to Padre Island, a
mecca for sports fishermen and tourists from all over the United
States; he worked hard as chairman of the Conservation and
Reclamation Committee of the House of Representatives in trying
to ease the water shortages in some areas of Texas by sharing
with them the water of those areas with overabundance; and
WHEREAS, Repreéentative Murray's service to his fellow
citizens did not begin with his legislétive careert following
his graduation from The University of Texas School of Law in 1931,
after completing his pre—law courses at Rice University where he
was editor of the Rice Thresher, he practiced law in Harlingen
until World War II erupted, When he enlisted in the United States
Navy with the rank of Lieutenant, Junior Grade; he served at
Hollywood Beach, Florida, at the Communications School at Harvard,
and in Norfolk, Virginia, before being shipped out with the Seventh
Fleet to Leyte .Gulf off the Philippine Islands in 1945; and.
WHEREAS, Earlier, in 1937, he had married the former Betty
Nosler of San Benito, and when he returned to the United States
in February, 1946, it was just in time to see his young son,
Menton, Jr., celebrate his fourth birthday; and
WHEREAS, His leadership has long been felt in civic affairs,
and he served as cofchairhan of the Harlingen Community Chest for
several terms during the 40 years he worked to benefit this
charitable organization; he continued his efforts for the United
Fund, which succeeded the Community Chest, and is a longtime
member of the Harlingen Lions Club and the Harlingen Chamber of

Commerce; and
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WHEREAS, Representative Murray has dedicated much of his
time to the work of his church, having served as Grand Knight of
Keralum Council, Knights of Columbus, and being recognized for
his service in 1946 by his initiation into the highest order of
the Kuightsvef Columbus, the Fourth Degree, later becoming the
Master of the Fourth Degree Assemblies in South Texas, an honor
he held for six years; and

' WHEREAS, He has also participated in the lighter affairs
of his community: he was a member and served as president of the
Los Amigos Social Club, and starred as Ernest in the Junior Study
Club's money-making project play, "The Importahce of Being Ernest";
and

_WHEREAS, Members of the Legislature have long known Menton
and his wife, Betty, as devoted parents to thelr children, Mentonf;
Jr,, and Betty Murray Smith, and have now seen that same devotion'
evidenced in the Murrays'' love for and pride in their two
grandchildren: 1little Menton Murray III (Trey), son or Lori and
Menton Murray, Jr., and Stephanie Smith, daughter of Betty and
Harold smith of Nashville, Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, The Members of the Texas Legislatureyg wish to

| : 0or) /(47.///1:3
extend good wishes to Representative Menton Murray .

. c oh‘t/u,f//‘/r i
legislative halls and emme%afig‘his long tenure as a Member of

- the Texas House of Representatives; now, therefore, be 1t

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 64th
Texas Legislature, the Senate ‘concurring, hereby commend the
notable service of the Honorable Menton J. Murray of Harlingen

as a member oOf the Constitutional Convention and express




appreciation to him on behalf of all the people of Texas for his
dedication during the more than 25 years he has devoted himself
to the betterment of Texas state government; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That an official copy of this Resolution be
prepared for the Honorable Menton J.'Murrayv{ggén of the'House
of Representatives of the Texas Legislature, and Delegate to the

Constitutiona)l Convention of Texas, 1974,
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jConsfitutional Convention of Texas, 1974, and former Dean of the

i
i WHEREAS, One of the distinguished delegates of the

‘Texas House of Representatives, the Honorable Menton J, Murray

40

'of Harlingen retired from the Texas Legislature at the close of

his term in December, 1974; and

WHEREAS, Having rounded out more than 25 years of legislative

'service to the peopble of his hometown of Harlingen and all of

Cameron County, this 1llustrious statesman, civic and religious

leader, and highly respected attorney has achieved widespread

recognition for his dedication and ability on_behalf of his

constituents and all the

peoble of Texas; and

'in 1948 as a member of the 51st Legislature, the then freshman

WHEREAS, When first elected to the House 0f Representatives

"member became involved in one of the longest continuous regular

sessions of all time: the Constitution at that time permitted

a session of 120 days at

full pay of $10 per day, and then $5 a

day thereafter. The regular session of the 51st Legislature

lasted for 200 days; and

WHEREAS, Representatlves and Senators worked almost withcut

ceasing on the glant task of reorganizing Texas public schools

through the landmark legislation now known as the Gilmer—Aikin

Bill; and

WHEREAS, This indoctrination into the legislative process

‘has served Menton well,

and he learned that the quiet,
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approach permittinq compromise which does not do violence to

stated goals is often more effective than oratory and driving

leadership; and
|
WHEREAS, Representative Murray's interest in education led

to other innovations in the public schools, one of the most

{
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ﬁfarseeing being the bill he worked to get enacted which created
]

as "Head Start": he also worked long and hard obtaining higher

L well as authoring legislation to permit the retired teachers to

'substitute in the schools, thus keeping at work for the Texas
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Hschool system the vast amount of experience of retired educators;
WHEREAS, As chairman of the Committee on Higher Education
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|1n Texas, he worked to bring about the creation of more junior
ior community colleges in the state, so that today there 1s not

1 student who lives mofe than 50 miles from one of these cenfers
ﬁof education; he served as chairman of the House standing Higher

”Education Committee for two terms and continued his diligence on
'behalf of public and higher education; he was also successful in
gettina the Texas State Technical Institute for the Valley area
located in Harlingen:; and
WHEREAS, He was interested in the well=being of the sick
and the retarded, and it was through his advocacy that the

 Harlingen Chest Hospital was located in his city as well as the
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5 H.C.R. No. 40
WHEREAS, A bill sponsored by Representative Murray led to
the const;uction of Queen Isabela Causeway to Padre Island, a
mecca for sporfs fishermen and tourists from all over the United
States; he worked hard as chairman of the Conservation and
Reclamation Committee of the House of Representatives in trying

to ease the water shortages in some areas of Texas by sharing

‘with them the water of those areas with overabundance; and

i

WHEREAS, Representative Murray's service to his fellow
citizens did not begin with his legislative career: following
}his graduation from The University of Texas School of Law in 1931,
after completing his pre—law courses at Rice University where he
was editor of the Bice Threshers he practiced law in Harlingen
until World War Il erupted, when he enlisted in the United States

Navy with the rank of Lieutenant, Junior Grade; he served at

Hollywood Beach, Florida, at the Communications School at Harvard,

Fleet to Leyte Gulf off the Philippine Islands in 1945; and

§§ WHEREAS, Earlier, in 1937, he had married the former Betty
éNosler of San Benito, and when he returned to the United States
in February, 1946, it was just in time to see his young son,
~Menton, Jr., celebrate his fourth birthday; and
WHEREAS, His leadership has long been felt in civic affairs,

and he served as co—chairman of the Harlingen Cormunity Chest for
several terms during the 40 years he worked to benefit this
_charitable organization; he continued his efforts for the United
?;Fund, which succeeded the Community Chest, and is a longtime
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and in Norfolk, Virginia, before being shipped out with the Seventh
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1 gmember of the Harlingen Lions Club and the Harlingen Chamber of

2 %Commerce: and

3 ﬁ WHEREAS, Representative Murray has dedicated much of his

4 ﬁtime to the work of his church, having served as Grand Knight of

5 ﬁKeralum Council, Knights of Columbus, and being recognized for

6 fhis service in 1946 by his initiation into the highest order of

1 “the Knights of Columbus, the Fourth Degree, later becoming the

8 ?Master of the Fourth Degree Assemblies in South Texas, an honcr

9  he held for six years; and

10 i WHEREAS, He has also participated in the lighter affairs

11 :of nis community: hg was a member and served as president of the
12 Los Amigos Soclal Club, and starred as Ernest in the Junior Study
13 ;. Club's money-making project play. "The Importance of Being Ernest';
14 ;and

15 ﬁ WHEREAS, Members of the Legislature have long known Menton
16 “and his wife, Betty, as devoted parents to their children, Menton,
17 Jr., and Betty Murray Smith, and have now seen that same devotion
18 ~evidenced in the Murrays' love for and pride in their two

19 :grandchildren: little Menton Murray III (Trey), son of Lori and
20 Menton Murray, Jr., and Stephanie Smith, daughter of Betty and
21 -Harold Smith of Nashville, Tennessee; and

22 WHEREAS, The Members of the Texas Legislature wish to extend

23 good wishes to Representative Menton Mhrray on leaving legislative
24 halls and concluding his long tenure as a Member of the Texas
25 House of Representatives; now, therefore, be it
26 ) RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 64th
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the Senate concurring,

H.C,R. No, 40

hereby commend the
notable service of the Honorable Menton J. Murray of Harlingen

as a member of the Constitutional Convention and express

ﬁappreciation‘to him on behalf of all the people o0of Texas for his
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;dedication during the more than 25 years he has devoted himself

ito the betterment of Texas state government; and, be it further

! RESOLVED,

+
i
v

That an officlial copy of this Resolution be

‘prepared for the Honorable Menton J, Murray, former Dean of the

i

-House of Representatives of the Texas Legislature, and Delegate

ito the Constitutional Convention of Texas, 1974.
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President of the Senate

Spealier of the House

I hereby certify that H,C.R. No, 40 was adopted by the

House on February 18, 1975, by a non-record vote.

Chief Clerk of the House




| H.C.R, No. 40
|

l I hereby certify that H.C.R. No. 40 was adopted by the

g .

Senate on February 19, 1975.

Secretary of the Senate

l APPROVED: - 29 - 7.5’
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Governor Gecrelary of Stalo
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Commending the Honorable Menton J. Murray.

.

FEB 101378
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Filed with the Chief Clerk of the House.

2. Read first time and referred to Committee on

3. Reported favorable (unfavorably) (as amended) and sent to Printer
at M.

4, Printed, distributed, and sent to fommittee on
; S

A

o ‘

peaker of the House.

C 5. Read and (adopted) by (non-record vote)
tRecord vote of yeas; THays, preseRt—

- . Chief :Clerk of the House
FER 151978 .

6. Sent to Engrossing Clerk.

- /5 7-5”‘ 7.  Engrossed.

Y e B

FEB 18 1975 . Engrossing Clerk ofﬂté House

Returned to Calendar Clerk.

rrn .2 1975

Sent to Senate.
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FEB 18 197§

10. Received from the House.

11. Read first time and referred to Committee on

12. Reported favorably.

13. Ordered not printed by the Senate.

FEB ] 9 1975 14. Immediate consideration ordered bym

ADD NAMES CF THE LT. GOV. e nays
TER 19 197G AND ALL MEMBERS O THE SENATR

15. Read and adopted.
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ecretar’ of the Senate

FEB 191975

16. Returned to the House.

RETURNED FROM SENATE FEB 19 s
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